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TO VIEW THE SERVICE WHILE IT IS GOING ON LIVE ... go to our
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Preparation for Worship and Welcome

Hymn
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722

Upon life’s way;

Direct, protect, and feed me
From day to day.

Without Your grace and favor
I go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior,
And lead the way.

Lord, when the tempest rages,
I need not fear,

For You, the Rock of Ages,
Are always near.

Close by Your side abiding,
I fear no foe,

For when Your hand is guiding,
In peace I go.

Lord, when the shadows lengthen
And night has come,

I know that You will strengthen
My steps toward home.

Then nothing can impede me,
O blessed Friend;

So take my hand and lead me
Unto the end.

Invocation and Exhortation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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Confession and Absolution

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and

of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Introit Ps. 5:4-8; antiphon: Ps. 1:6

For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.
For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
evil may not dwell with you.
The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evil-doers.
You destroy those who speak lies;
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.
But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house.
I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you.
Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies;
make your way straight before me.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish.

Gloria Patri

Glo-ry be totheFa-ther andto the Son and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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We praise Thee,
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O Lord,
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of the Father,
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Lamb of God,

O Lord God,
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re-ceive our prayer.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

0

e s

i = =————
And with thy spir - it.

P Letus pray:
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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A - men.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-20
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.

Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. But if you
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.



“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said:
‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away
because of them. How then can we live?’ Say to them, As I live, declares the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for
why will you die, O house of Israel?

“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the
righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for the
wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his
wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness
when he sins. Though I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he
trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds
shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die.
Again, though I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,” yet if he turns
from his sin and does what is just and right, if the wicked restores the
pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of
life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the
sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done
what is just and right; he shall surely live.

“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their
own way that is not just. When the righteous turns from his righteousness
and does injustice, he shall die for it. And when the wicked turns from his
wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. Yet you
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, I will judge each of
you according to his ways.”

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and
all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and
in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the
Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for
they were overthrown in the wilderness.

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire
evil as they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written,
“The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” We must not
indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three
thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of
them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did
and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as
an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the



end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands
take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common
to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that
you may be able to endure it.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Luke 13:1-9
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13 chapter.
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There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And he
answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but
unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”

And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. And he said to the
vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig
tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?” And he
answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on
manure. Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down.””

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Message Anna Kruger
Hymn
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761
Sermon
Offertor
| , | ‘
[ e
[ [ [ f '
Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
E —
| = Py | | | | | = |
Q) | ‘ I i i | &7 & 27 i ]
new a right spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a -
H | | | \
AL { |  — 1 —
D A -
way fromThy pres-ence,and take not Thy Ho-ly  Spir-it
T 9 ||D T — — T f — |
[ <" T T T T I | T I I | | | I 1 | o | | T
I ’\MV L ] I I 1 } I | I I | | 1 I
Y o o o |

from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal-va -



fH | . P
A — Tt o o+ 4+ T+ 1+ 1]
RO S e | J o & | ¥ o4+ g J¢i -+ L
o I | e
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Offering
Hymn
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” LSB 765

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;

Behind a frowning providence
Faith sees a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding ev’ry hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow’r.

Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;

God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.

You fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds you so much dread

Are big with mercy and will break
In blessings on your head.

Prayer of the Church
The Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and

9



the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus

P The Lord be with you.
At
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And with thy  spir - it.
P Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
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Announcements (see pg. 13)

Blessing and Dismissal

P May the God of love, who shared His love, strengthen us in our love for
others. May the Son who shared His life grant us grace, that we might
share our life. And may the Holy Spirit dwelling in us empower us to
be only and always for others.

C Amen.

P Go in peace, serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Hymn
“O God, My Faithful God” LSB 696
O God, my faithful God,
True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is,
All perfect gifts bestowing:
Give me a healthy frame,
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And may I have within
A conscience free from blame,
A soul unstained by sin.

Grant me the strength to do

With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command,

My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should

While trusting You to bless
The outcome for my good,

For You must give success.

Keep me from saying words
That later need recalling;
Guard me lest idle speech
May from my lips be falling;
But when within my place
I must and ought to speak,
Then to my words give grace
Lest I offend the weak.

Lord, let me win my foes

With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends

For counsel and correction.
Help me, as You have taught,

To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit’s might

To live in peace with all.

Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever;
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.

And on that final day
When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,
My deathly slumber breaking.
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Then let me hear Your voice,
Redeem this earthly frame,

And bid me to rejoice
With those who love Your name.
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General Announcements

Easter Lilies
a. If you wish to purchase an Easter lily for Easter Sunday, April
20th, please fill out and return your order form with payment
to the church office by Friday, April 11"
b. Order forms can be found outside the church office on the
bulletin board. Details are provided on the order forms.
c. If you have questions please contact Robin Steinke at (989)
859-7148.
Easter Egg Hunt
a. Saturday, April 19" at 10am
b. CANDY needed! Donations can be dropped off at Anna’s
office.
Vacation Bible School
a. "Magnified!" is coming to St. John's Monday, June 9-
Thursday, June 12.
b. The fun begins with family meals at 5:30pm followed by the
VBS program from 6:00-8:00pm.
c. Children age 3 (must be potty trained) through grade 5 are
invited to attend.
d. Save the date and look for registration info coming soon!
Interested in volunteering? Connect with Anna to sign up.
Men’s Softball
a. Please contact Jon Steinke if interested.
Phone: (989) 430-4817
Email: jonathansteinke@gmail.com
St. John’s Lutheran School
a. SJL School is currently enrolling for the 25/26 calendar year.
b. Anyone interested should contact the School office or visit the
sjlmidland.org website.
Lutherans for Life of Michigan
a. Presents The Noble Quest: Defending Life in the Trenches
Sunday, April 27" from 2-5pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
329 N. Sorrell St., Fowler, MI.
b. Hear and learn how we can be involved in proclaiming and
defending the value of every human life.
c. The event is FREE. Light refreshments will be served.
d. Please RSVP (if possible by April 10) to Pastor Paul Clark at
revpmclark@gmail.com — or call or text (517) 420-4826.

13


mailto:revpmclark@gmail.com

