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From Death to Life

Today we stand at the threshold of both grief and hope as Jesus speaks life into
places that seem beyond redemption. Lent has led us through honest reflection
on sin, loss, and human frailty, and today we hear the promise that death does
not have the final word. As we worship, may Christ’s voice call us out of all that
binds us, strengthen our trust in Him who is the resurrection and the life, and
prepare our hearts for the victory that is to come.

Preparation for Worship and Welcome

Hymn
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB 685

Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,

Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.

Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,

Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.

Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.

Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.



Jesus, here with You I die,
There to live with You on high.

Let us also live with Jesus.

He has risen from the dead

That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,

Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,

Life eternal grant to me.

Invocation and Exhortation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Confession and Absolution

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer
and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Handbell Choir “A Prayer on Slane” arr. Honore

Introit Ps. 116:1-4, 8; antiphon: Ps. 116:15



Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for
mercy.

Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore [ will call on him as long as |
live.

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on
me; I suffered distress and anguish.

Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my
soul!”

For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet
from stumbling.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0 Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev-er and for-ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Chancel Choir “Lord, Have Mercy”  1.S. Bach, arr. Hopson

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit
of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of
bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”” And I answered, “O Lord
GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, ‘“Prophesy over these bones, and say
to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD
to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.”

So I prophesied as [ was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say
to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on
their feet, an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are clean cut off.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord



GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that
I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O
my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law
of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh,
could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is
set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed,
it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in
you.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel John 11:17-27,38-53

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their
brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?”” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he
has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?”” So they took away the stone.
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he
had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.”
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips,
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let
him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
he did, believed in him, but some of them went to the Pharisees and told
them what Jesus had done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many
signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the
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Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” But one of
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man
should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” He did
not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied
that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but also to
gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. So from that
day on they made plans to put him to death.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Message Anna Kruger
Hymn
“Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious” LSB 548

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious!
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life!

Death hath now no power o’er us,
Thou hast conquered in the strife.



Thanks because Thou didst arise
And hast opened paradise!
None can fully sing the glory
Of the resurrection story.

Thou hast died for my transgression,
All my sins on Thee were laid;
Thou hast won for me salvation,
On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise
And shall meet Thee in the skies.
Death itself is transitory;
I shall lift my head in glory.

For the joy Thine advent gave me,
For Thy holy, precious Word;
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me,
For Thy blest Communion board,
For Thy death, the bitter scorn,
For Thy resurrection morn,
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee,
And in heav’n I shall behold Thee.

Sermon
Offering

Hymn
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain

ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,

I rest on His unchanging grace;

In ev’ry high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

LSB 575



His oath, His covenant and blood
Support me in the raging flood;

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

When He shall come with trumpet sound,

Oh, may I then in Him be found,

Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain

Prayer of the Church
Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless thee and keep thee.
The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and T give thee peace.
C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing and Dismissal

P May the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your
spirit, soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. The One who calls you is faithful, and He will do
this.

C Amen.

P Go in peace, serve the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Hymn
“Be Still, My Soul” LSB 752
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
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In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
To guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart
And all is darkened in this vale of tears;
Then you will better know His love, His heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
From His own fullness all He takes away.

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blesseéd we shall meet at last.

Announcements

Lenten Supper

Wednesday, March 25%, 5:00 — 6:30

Serving applewood-smoked pulled pork sandwiches, mac-n-cheese, veggies,
fruit, and desserts.

Lydia’s Guild

The next LYDIA GUILD meeting is on Monday, March 23 at 6:30 pm in
the lounge. The guest speaker will be the Board of Elders Chairperson, Dan
Theimer, who will share the responsibilities and focus of the St. John's
Board of Elders. All are welcome to join us.

COMMUNICATION MEETING for March 22 has been CANCELED. The
next congregational meeting will be a VOTER's MEETING on Sunday, May
17, which will include voting on the next fiscal-year budget.

Altar flowers are given in memory of Sharon
— a loved daughter and sister
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Our Mission Statement
[ “We are here to share the good news of salvation and make disciples of Jesus Christ, in accordance ]
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our St. John's family and extends to the Midland Community and the world.”
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