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Come to the Water 
On this Third Sunday in Lent, we continue our journey with Jesus toward the 
cross, listening for His voice that calls us from dryness into life. Lent invites us 
to be honest about our thirst—our longing for meaning, forgiveness, and 
renewal—and to trust that Christ meets us there with living water. As we 
worship, may God soften our hearts, deepen our repentance, and draw us again 
to the grace that never runs dry. 
 
Preparation for Worship and Welcome 
 

Hymn 
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” LSB 902 
 
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 

Our hearts in true devotion bow. 
Your Spirit send with light divine, 
And let Your truth within us shine. 

 
2 Unseal our lips to sing Your praise 

In endless hymns through all our days. 
Increase our faith and light our minds; 
And set us free from doubt that blinds. 

 
3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 

“O holy, holy Lord Most High!” 
And in the light of that blest place 
We then shall see You face to face. 

 
D 4 All glory to the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise throughout eternity! 

Text: Public domain 

 
 

Invocation and Exhortation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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Confession and Absolution 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before 
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 
to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Ps. 84:1-4; antiphon: Ps. 84:5 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
How lovely is your dwelling place, 

O LORD of hosts! 
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, 

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 
Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

ever singing your praise! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 

Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 
have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 
truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7 
All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness 

of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped 
at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the 
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses 
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said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 
But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, “What 
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the 
LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of 
the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and 
you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will 
drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called 
the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the 
people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Romans 5:1-8 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us. 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 
person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

 



6 

 
 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel John 4:5-26 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he 
was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth 
hour. 

There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink 
from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 
that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 
would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that 
I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be 
thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one 
you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman 
said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on 
this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought 
to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
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is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us 
all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed   
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message Pastor Kempin 
 
Hymn 
“My Song Is Love Unknown” LSB 430 
1 My song is love unknown, 

    My Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown 
    That they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I 
    That for my sake 
    My Lord should take 
Frail flesh and die? 
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2 He came from His blest throne 
    Salvation to bestow; 
But men made strange, and none 
    The longed-for Christ would know. 
But, oh, my friend, 
    My friend indeed, 
    Who at my need 
His life did spend! 

 
3 Sometimes they strew His way 

    And His sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day 
    Hosannas to their King. 
Then “Crucify!” 
    Is all their breath, 
    And for His death 
They thirst and cry. 

 
4 Why, what hath my Lord done? 

    What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
    He gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! 
    Yet they at these 
    Themselves displease 
And ’gainst Him rise. 

 
5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
    The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful He 
    To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes 
From thence might free. 

 
6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb 
    But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
    Heav’n was His home 
    But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 
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7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
    In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days 
Could gladly spend! 

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Hymn 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” LSB 699 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
    Thy head upon My breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
    So weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in Him a resting place, 
    And He has made me glad. 

 
2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
    Stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
    Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
    And now I live in Him. 

 
3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light. 
Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 
    And all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
    In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
    Till trav’ling days are done. 

Text: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless thee and keep thee. 

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and T give thee peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
P May God give His angels charge over you; may their hands bear you up 

and keep you from falling. 
C Amen. 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn  
“Glorious Things of You Are Spoken” LSB 648 
1 Glorious things of you are spoken, 

    Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
    Formed you for His own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
    What can shake your sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
    You may smile at all your foes. 

 
2 See, the streams of living waters, 

    Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply your sons and daughters 
    And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
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    Ever will their thirst assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
    Never fails from age to age. 

 
3 Round each habitation hov’ring, 

    See the cloud and fire appear 
For a glory and a cov’ring, 
    Showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner 
    Light by night and shade by day, 
Safe they feed upon the manna 
    Which God gives them on their way. 

 
4 Savior, since of Zion’s city 

    I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
    I will glory in Your name. 
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures, 
    All their boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasures 
    None but Zion’s children know. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Announcements 
Women of St John's 
The next Women of St John's meeting will be held on Monday, March 9 at 
12:30pm.  We meet in Room 2.  We invite all women to join us as we 
discuss plans for future projects. 
 
Lenten Supper  
Wednesday, March 11th, 5:00 – 6:30 
Hosted by St. John’s Lydia Guild 
 

Operetta 
The students of St. John's Lutheran School will be presenting the operetta, 
"Giddyup, Giddalong, Gideon". The musical based on the account of Gideon 
from Judges 6-8 in the Bible. The play will be performed on Friday, March 
13th at 1:30 pm  & 7:00 pm in the school gymnasium. All are welcome to 
come. A freewill offering will be taken at the door. 
 

Journey Through When From Death I’m Free  
Hymn Journal for Holy Week This Lent 
Monday, March 16th,  Lounge, 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
  

You’re invited to explore the hymn Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
through scripture, music/lyrics, devotion and adding color to illustrations by 
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Visual Faith artists. Our Visual Faith Experiment will be based upon the 
“Great Exchange”. 
  

No Expertise Required Enroll today by adding your name and email to the 
sign-up sheet located in the office or e-mail Linda Bebeau at 
llsmb@chartermi.net. All materials will be supplied for in class use.  
 

Easter Lilies 
If you wish to purchase an Easter lily for Easter Sunday, April 5th, please 
fill out and return your order form with payment to the church office by 
Wednesday, March 18th.  Order forms can be found outside the church 
office on the bulletin board.  Order Details are provided on the order forms; 
should you have questions please contact Robin Steinke at 989.859.7148.    
 

Easter Egg Hunt is Saturday, April 4th at 10am 
CANDY needed! Donations can be dropped in the front office or Anna’s 
office. Thank you! 
 

Welcome, Stephanie! 
Our new Director of Young Family Ministry, Stephanie Davis, has officially 
moved to Midland. She starts in the office this week. Please join us in giving 
her a warm welcome! 
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