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TO VIEW THE SERVICE WHILE IT IS GOING ON LIVE ... go to our
Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/sjlmidland/ Since this is
a PUBLIC PAGE, you do not need to have a personal Facebook account
in order to view the livestream.

The video of the service will be available for viewing on Facebook
following the service so others can view it later.
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Called to Take Up the Cross

On this Second Sunday after Pentecost, we hear Jesus call His disciples to
follow Him in costly but life-giving faith. The way of Christ is not always easy,
but it is always the way of grace, where self-denial gives way to true freedom
and life in Him. As we gather in worship today, may God strengthen us by His
Word, shape our hearts through His Spirit, and teach us to trust that in losing
our lives for Christ’s sake, we find them fully in Him.

Preparation for Worship and Welcome

Hymn
“By Grace I'm Saved” LSB 566
1 By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?
No! Then this word must true remain:
By grace you too will life obtain.

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;
His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,
Came down to earth to bear our sin.
Was it because of your own merit
That Jesus died your soul to win?
No, it was grace, and grace alone,
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne.

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain;
As long as God is true, it stands.
What saints have penned by inspiration,
What in His Word our God commands,
Our faith in what our God has done
Depends on grace—grace through His Son.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,

In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
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The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;

For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.

My heart is glad, all grief has flown

Since I am saved by grace alone.

Text: Public domain

Invocation and Exhortation

OO YO

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Confession and Absolution

p

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Introit Ps. 50:7-10; antiphon: Ps. 50:1
The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you.
I am God, your God.
Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.
I will not accept a bull from your house
or goats from your folds.
For every beast of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to
seek and to save the lost. Graciously open our ears and our hearts to
hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him
forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
Old Testament Reading Hosea 5:15-6:6

I will return again to my place, until they acknowledge their guilt and seek
my face, and in their distress earnestly seek me.

“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us;
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive
us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us
knows; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn;
he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.”
What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away.
Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words
of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the light. For I desire steadfast
love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 4:13-25
The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and
the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there
is no transgression.
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on



grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the
law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of
us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist. In hope he believed against
hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told,
“So shall your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered
his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong
in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do
what he had promised. That is why his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for
his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him
who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9-13
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
C  Glory to You, O Lord.

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.

And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors
and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. And when
the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it, he said, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For I came not to call
the righteous, but sinners.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand
of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,



who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message Pastor Wright
Hymn
“Let Me Be Thine Forever” LSB 689
1  Let me be Thine forever,
My faithful God and Lord;
Let me forsake Thee never
Nor wander from Thy Word.

Lord, do not let me waver,
But give me steadfastness,

And for such grace forever
Thy holy name I’ll bless.

2 Lord Jesus, my salvation,

My light, my life divine,

My only consolation,
O make me wholly Thine!

For Thou hast dearly bought me
With blood and bitter pain.

Let me, since Thou hast sought me,
Eternal life obtain.

3 And Thou, O Holy Spirit,
My comforter and guide,
Grant that in Jesus’ merit
I always may confide,
Him to the end confessing
Whom I have known by faith.
Give me Thy constant blessing
And grant a Christian death.

Text: Public domain

Sermon



Offering

Prayer of the Church

Preface

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C  Welift them to the Lord.

P Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us
and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!



Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.
Agnus Dei
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Distribution Hymns
“Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” LSB 627
1  Jesus Christ, our blesséd Savior,

Turned away God’s wrath forever;

By His bitter grief and woe

He saved us from the evil foe.
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As His pledge of love undying,

He, this precious food supplying,
Gives His body with the bread,

And with the wine the blood He shed.

Jesus here Himself is sharing;

Heed then how you are preparing,
For if you do not believe,

His judgment then you shall receive.

Praise the Father, who from heaven
To His own this food has given,
Who, to mend what we have done,
Gave into death His only Son.

Firmly hold with faith unshaken

That this food is to be taken

By the sick who are distressed,

By hearts that long for peace and rest.

Agony and bitter labor

Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose

You need not Him who died and rose.

Christ says: “Come, all you that labor,
And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill

Need no physician’s help or skill.

“For what purpose was My dying

If not for your justifying?

And what use this precious food

If you yourself were pure and good?”

If your heart this truth professes
And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest,

Be at His banquet truly blest.

Let this food your faith so nourish
That its fruit of love may flourish
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And your neighbor learn from you

b
How much God’s wondrous love can do.
Text (sts. 1-2, 4-5, 7, 9): Public domain
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 1367966 no. 1367966

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” LSB 702
1 My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,

Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day

Be wholly Thine!

2 May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart;
My zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me,
Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be,
A living fire!

3 While life’s dark maze I tread
And griefs around me spread,
Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray
From Thee aside.

4 When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold, sullen stream
Shall o’er me roll,
Blest Savior, then, in love,
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above,
A ransomed soul!

Text: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
P  Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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The Lord bless thee and keep thee.

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and T give thee peace.

Amen.

Hymn
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

1

Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,

I am His, and He is mine.

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,

Higher than the heav’ns above,

Deeper than the depths of sea,

Lasting as eternity!

Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.

Only Jesus can impart

Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;

All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.

He sustains the hidden life

Safe with Him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford

By Your Spirit and Your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;

Grace in time of need supply

While I live and when I die.

Text: Public domain
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Announcements

Blessing and Dismissal

P May the God who calls you into discipleship strengthen you by His
Spirit, keep you steadfast in His Word, and fill you with the life and
peace of Christ.

C Amen.

P Go in peace, serve the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

Announcements

SJL Men’s Softball! Come cheer on the St. John’s men’s softball team this
Monday at 6:30 at RC 5. You can find the season schedule along with
directions to the fields on the bulletin board and the church website.

See you there!

The New Kitchen Floor is being installed during the week of June
22. Before then we need to clean out the kitchen cabinets. We will be
packing boxes and moving things into the back hallway June 15-18. The
plan is to work from 9-12 before the VBS meals are prepared in the
afternoon. If you can help out, please meet us in the kitchen. If you have
any questions, call Cynthia Benner at 989.600.9463.

Drop in Evening Prayer Gatherings For a Day or All 4 days

During VBS June 15 -18

You're invited to join some SJL Prayer Team members who will be gathering
in Weller Chapel every night of VBS immediately following the Opening
Program from approx. 6:10 pm to 7 p.m. A folder will be provided to read
the same bible stories and songs the children are learning each evening. Our
prayer time will be flexible, you may pray verbally or silently with us using
supplied prayer topics from participants to activities and outcome. Prayer
requests from the congregation and VBS families for non VBS needs are
welcomed. Request cards will be available in the Lounge during the pre-event
meal. You may also send your request to prayers@sjlmidland.org.

For further information please email Linda Bebeau at llsmb@chartermi.net.

Taking Jesus Here, There, and Everywhere

Explore the book of Acts as a family and see how its story continues today.
Packed with devotionals, activities, and challenges for all ages, this resource
is available at the Family Life table in the lounge. Be sure to pick one up!
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Vacation Bible School
We're just one week away from the start of VBS! Here's how you can help:

1. Keep our volunteers and participants in prayer!

2. Visit the VBS display by the Lounge to sign up to help with meals
and/or take donation slips for craft and food items

3. Join us following today's 10:45am worship service to canvas the
neighborhood with invites

4. Join us next Saturday, June 13 at 9:00am for set up

5. Register YOUR family at myvbs.org/sjlmidland

Young Adult Summer Meet Ups

We're excited to offer monthly events for mid-20s to mid-30s young adults
this summer. Our first event is coming up on Saturday, June 20. We'll meet
at 6:00pm in the Lounge for a game night (board, card, and yard games!).
Snacks and drinks will be provided. Please consider those in your life who
might be blessed by these events and share an invite with them (fliers
available on table in back of Lounge).

Youth Summer Trip Meeting

Students attending the MI District Senior High Youth Gathering and/or
Appalachian Servant Event and their parents will gather in the Lounge
following the 10:45am worship service NEXT Sunday, June 14 to go over
final details and expectations.

Altar flowers are given in Celebration of
Gary & Cindy Siebert’s
48™ Anniversary

Pulpit flowers are given in
Honor of Frank and Lori Shisler’s Wedding
Anniversary
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Our Mission Statement
[ “We are here to share the good news of salvation and make disciples of Jesus Christ, in accordance ]
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our St. John's family and extends to the Midland Community and the world.”
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