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Rest for Weary Hearts 
Today we hear the gracious invitation of Jesus: “Come to Me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” In the midst of burdens, uncertainty, 
and striving, Christ offers the peace and renewal that only He can give. As we 
gather in worship today, may God quiet our anxious hearts, strengthen us 
through His Word, and draw us more deeply into the rest, hope, and joy found in 
His abiding presence. 
 
Preparation for Worship and Welcome 
 
Hymn 
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 
 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise 
Your joyful songs of praise. 

 
 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 
 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He 
Who comes to set His people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 
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Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in 
And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 

 
 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame 
We offer to Thy name. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation and Exhortation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Ps. 91:2, 9-10; antiphon: Ps. 91:1 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, 

my God, in whom I trust.” 
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 

the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

no plague come near your tent. 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
 

Gloria Patri 

 

 
 

Kyrie 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that 
in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to 
support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
 
Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to 
the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends 
of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Romans 7:14-25a 

For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 
the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, 
that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within 
me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I 
have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do 
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 
Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. 
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So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 
For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members 
another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive 
to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who 
will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but 
with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:25-30 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

 
 

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Nicene Creed Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Message Pastor Kempin 
 
Hymn 
“I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” LSB 699 
 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
    Thy head upon My breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
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    So weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in Him a resting place, 
    And He has made me glad. 

 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
    Stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
    Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
    And now I live in Him. 

 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

    “I am this dark world’s light. 
Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise 
    And all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
    In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
    Till trav’ling days are done. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offertory 
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Offering 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Preface 
P   The Lord be with You. 

 
 
P   Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P   Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming 
obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He 
has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Institution 
 
Pax Domini 
L   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
Agnus Dei 
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Distribution Hymns 
“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB 618 
 

I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
    For weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
 
Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 
    That sinners may salvation see 
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 
 
Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

 
Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 
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What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 
It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 1367966 no. 1367966 

 
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save LSB 717 
 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 
Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 

O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; 
Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand 
From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 
O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 

And hushed their raging at Thy word, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep 
And calm amid its rage didst sleep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 

 
O Spirit, whom the Father sent 

To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by Thy might 
Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by Thy watchful care 
From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 
Most Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
And bid its angry tumult cease, 
And give, for wild confusion, peace: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 
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O Trinity of love and pow’r, 
Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1–4): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: 1367966 no. 1367966 

 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
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Thanksgiving 
L  O Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus 
P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless thee and keep thee. 

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and T give thee peace. 
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Hymn 
“Before You, Lord, We Bow” LSB 966 
Before You, Lord, we bow, 

    Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
    Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
    In joy and praise, 
    Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 

 
The nation You have blest 

    May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
    Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
    For this fair land— 
    Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 

 
May ev’ry mountain height, 

    Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in Your Word’s pure light, 
    And its rich fruits be seen! 
May ev’ry tongue 
    Be tuned to praise 
    And join to raise 
A grateful song. 

 
Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 

    Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
    And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
    Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before 
The Crucified. 

 
And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs 



17 

    Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, 
    With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
Salvation’s song! 

Text: Public domain 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
P May the Lord Jesus, who invites the weary to find rest in Him, refresh 

your hearts with His peace and strengthen you by His grace. 
C Amen. 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Announcements 
 
SJL Men’s Softball! Come cheer on the St. John’s men’s softball team this 
Monday at 6:30 at RC 5.  You can find the season schedule along with 
directions to the fields on the bulletin board and the church website.  
See you there! 
 
Family Fun Meetups Join us this summer at St. John’s playground for 
Family Fun Meetups! Drop in anytime between 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM for 
a morning of play, connection, and community. This open-house style event 
invites caregivers and children to enjoy time together, build relationships, 
and end the morning with a short devotional. We’ll meet again on July 15, 
29, and August 12. 
 
4th - 6th Grade Game Night Join us this summer for Game Nights in the 
St. John’s gym! These evenings are open to students entering 4th through 
6th grade for the 2026–2027 school year. Come enjoy a night of games, fun, 
fellowship, and pizza. Our next Game Night will take place August 5 from 
6:00–7:30 PM. We hope to see you there! 
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