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Take Heart, Christ Is Near 
Today we hear of Jesus coming to His disciples on the stormy sea, reminding us 
that no wind or wave is greater than His power and presence. When doubts and 
fear threaten to overwhelm us, Christ speaks His words of comfort: “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” As we gather in worship today, may the Lord 
strengthen our faith, calm our anxious hearts, and fix our eyes on Jesus, who is 
always with us and faithful to carry us safely through every storm. 
 

Preparation for Worship and Welcome 
 

Hymn 
“Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB 830 
 
Spread the reign of God the Lord, 

Spoken, written, mighty Word; 
Ev’rywhere His creatures call 
To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

 
Tell how God the Father’s will 

Made the world, upholds it still, 
How His own dear Son He gave 
Us from sin and death to save. 

 
Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, 

Who, to save our human race 
And to pay rebellion’s price, 
Gave Himself as sacrifice. 

 
Tell of God the Spirit giv’n 

Now to guide us on to heav’n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 

 
Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 

 
Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text: Public domain 
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Invocation and Exhortation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows 
on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work 
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

Introit Ps. 34:4-8; antiphon: Ps. 34:1 
I will bless the LORD at all times; 

his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
I sought the LORD, and he answered me 

and delivered me from all my fears. 
Those who look to him are radiant, 

and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 

and saved him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 

and delivers them. 
Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

 
Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger 
that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish 
what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 
 
Old Testament Reading Job 38:4-18 

“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 
have understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
Or who stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid 
its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy? “Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from 
the womb, when I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling 
band, and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far 
shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 

“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused 
the dawn to know its place, that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 
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and the wicked be shaken out of it? It is changed like clay under the seal, 
and its features stand out like a garment. From the wicked their light is 
withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken. “Have you entered into the 
springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? Have the gates of 
death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all 
this. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Romans 10:5-17 

For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the 
person who does the commandments shall live by them. But the 
righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 
ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) or “‘Who will descend 
into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it 
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 
word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and 
with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 
his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” 

But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And 
how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how 
are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
  

 
Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him 

to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.  
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this 
time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was 
against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking 
on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on 
the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why 
did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And 
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
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     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message Anna Kruger Director of Family Life 
 
Hymn 
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” LSB 765 
 
God moves in a mysterious way 

    His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea 
    And rides upon the storm. 

 
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

    But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence 
    Faith sees a smiling face. 

 
His purposes will ripen fast, 

    Unfolding ev’ry hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
    But sweet will be the flow’r. 

 
Blind unbelief is sure to err 

    And scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, 
    And He will make it plain. 

 
You fearful saints, fresh courage take; 

    The clouds you so much dread 
Are big with mercy and will break 
    In blessings on your head. 

Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
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Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Offering 
 

Hymn 
“O Worship the King” LSB 804 
O worship the King, 

    all-glorious above. 
O gratefully sing 
    His pow’r and His love; 
Our shield and defender, 
    the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor 
    and girded with praise. 

O tell of His might, 
    O sing of His grace, 
Whose robe is the light, 
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    whose canopy space; 
His chariots of wrath 
    the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path 
    on the wings of the storm. 

This earth, with its store 
    of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy pow’r 
    hath founded of old, 
Established it fast 
    by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, 
    like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care 
    what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, 
    it shines in the light, 
It streams from the hills, 
    it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills 
    in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust 
    and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, 
    nor find Thee to fail. 
Thy mercies, how tender, 
    how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, 
    redeemer, and friend! 

O measureless Might, 
     ineffable Love, 
While angels delight 
    to hymn Thee above, 
Thy humbler creation, 
    though feeble their lays, 
With true adoration 
    shall sing to Thy praise. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless thee and keep thee. 

The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and T give thee peace. 

 
 
Hymn 
“Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722 
  

Lord, take my hand and lead me 
    Upon life’s way; 
Direct, protect, and feed me 
    From day to day. 
Without Your grace and favor 
    I go astray; 
So take my hand, O Savior, 
    And lead the way. 

 
Lord, when the tempest rages, 

    I need not fear, 
For You, the Rock of Ages, 
    Are always near. 
Close by Your side abiding, 
    I fear no foe, 
For when Your hand is guiding, 
    In peace I go. 

 
Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

    And night has come, 
I know that You will strengthen 
    My steps toward home. 
Then nothing can impede me, 
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    O blessèd Friend; 
So take my hand and lead me 
    Unto the end. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: 1367966 no. 1367966 

 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 
P May the peace of Christ quiet every fear, strengthen your faith, and 

keep your eyes fixed on Him in every season of life. 
C Amen. 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
As we conclude, please feel free to stay for a few minutes if you would like 
to connect or chat with people Jesus has brought together today. Remember 
that we are all in this together!  
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Altar flowers are given in celebration of 
Harry and Beth Smith’s 39th wedding anniversary! 

 

Announcements 

 
PTS 
The PTS team is collecting donations of gently used SJL spirit wear.   A 
collection bin will be located inside the church office for easy drop off from 
Aug 5th to Aug 19th.  All attire donated will be available FREE of charge to 
school families at the Spirit Swap table during the Welcome Back to School 
Night August 20th from 10-2 and 5-7.  Please consider donating any 
unwanted spirit wear so current students can display their SJL pride! 
 
Women of St. John’s 
The Signup Genius list is being updated. Many of the emails we have used 
in the past are being blocked.  This could be a bad email or your email 
provider is blocking the invite.  You can contact your email service provider 
to request that emails from info@signupgenius.com are delivered.   The 
other option is to watch for the QR code and/or URL link and click on 
it.  We will begin signups for Harvest Dinner in August. Please contact me if 
you have any questions.  Cynthia Benner 
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