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‘I = St. John’s Lutheran Church

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2026
8 a.m. Worship

TO VIEW THE SERVICE WHILE IT IS GOING ON LIVE ... go to our
Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/sjlmidland/ Since this is a
PUBLIC PAGE, you do not need to have a personal Facebook account in
order to view the livestream.

The video of the service will be available for viewing on Facebook
following the service so others can view it later.


https://www.facebook.com/sjlmidland/
https://www.facebook.com/sjlmidland/

Faithful With What We’ve Been Given

Jesus’ parable of the talents reminds us that God entrusts each of us with gifts,
opportunities, and responsibilities to be used in faithfulness to Him. We are not
called to compare what we have with what others have, but to faithfully use
what God has placed in our hands. As we gather in worship today, may the Holy
Spirit free us from fear, strengthen us to serve with courage, and help us
faithfully invest our time, abilities, and resources in the work of God’s kingdom.

Prelude

“The Master Has Come” Dave Bunge and Linda Jensen

Hymn
“Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”
Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for ev’ry sinner slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of His train:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.

Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him
Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
Shall their true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears,

Cause of endless exultation
To His ransomed worshipers.

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture

Gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, amen, let all adore Thee,
High on Thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the pow’r and glory,
Claim the kingdom as Thine own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone!

Text: Public domain
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Invocation and Exhortation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

C  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession and Absolution

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit Ps. 143:2, 5-6, 10-1 ; antiphon: Ps. 143:1
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done;
I ponder the work of your hands.
I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God!
Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground!
For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life!
In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;



as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain

hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al-le - Iu - ia. Final Refrain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

e

J
[P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P Letus pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and
precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works
of darkness and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.




Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7-16
Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the
LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. And on the day
of the LORD’s sacrifice—*I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and
all who array themselves in foreign attire. On that day I will punish everyone
who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with
violence and fraud. “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard
from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the
hills. Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all
who weigh out silver are cut off. At that time I will search Jerusalem with
lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their
hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.” Their goods shall be
plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall
not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from
them.” The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the
sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. A
day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and
against the lofty battlements.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C  Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to
have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day

of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying,
“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them
as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But
you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For
you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of
the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and
be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For
God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another
up, just as you are doing.

P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14-30

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who
had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made
five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.
But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid
his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came
and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to
me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I
will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who
had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two
talents; here I have made two talents more.” His master said to him, ‘Well
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will
set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had
received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered
no seed, so [ was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here
you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather
where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own
with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten
talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken
away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’




P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man,;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message Stephanie Davis



Hymn
“The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”
The day is surely drawing near
When Jesus, God’s anointed,
In all His power shall appear
As judge whom God appointed.
Then fright shall banish idle mirth,
And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

The final trumpet then shall sound
And all the earth be shaken,
And all who rest beneath the ground
Shall from their sleep awaken.
But all who live will in that hour,
By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.

The books are opened then to all,
A record truly telling
What each has done, both great and small,
When he on earth was dwelling,
And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been
In thoughts and words and actions.

Then woe to those who scorned the Lord
And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word
And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the judge’s stern command
To Satan be delivered.

My Savior paid the debt I owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life I know
My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for I am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

10
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May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.

O Jesus Christ, do not delay,
But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way
In fear and tribulation.
O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev’ry evil.

Text: Public domain

Sermon
Offertory
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Offering

“Give Thanks” Dave Bunge and Linda Jensen
Prayer of the Church

Preface
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P The Lord be with you.

P

————

And al - so with you.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on
the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling
Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus

| [, ! |
[ 1 I I . I [ { ‘I I } iI
LA R RS e e ——
d | V o ' T T |
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
| I ! A L 1 ) (|
i N S ——f—— —T
[NV ] I I g I R |
o ‘ [ =i — 1
Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
o) [ N
i — — 1 —H
g ‘ 4 — - 1
san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
o) | |
1 N\ | : t : flt : I | | N |
Q) |4 ' — I | 4 — | [
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
The Lord’s Prayer

C  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution Hymns

“Lord, to You I Make Confession” LSB 608
Lord, to You I make confession:
I have sinned and gone astray,
I have multiplied transgression,
Chosen for myself my way.
Led by You to see my errors,
Lord, I tremble at Your terrors.

Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me,
Father, I will seek Your face;
Though Your child I dare not call me,
Yet receive me in Your grace.
Do not for my sins forsake me;
Let Your wrath not overtake me.

For Your Son has suffered for me,
Giv’n Himself to rescue me,
Died to save me and restore me,
Reconciled and set me free.
Jesus’ cross alone can vanquish
These dark fears and soothe this anguish.
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Lord, on You I cast my burden—
Sink it in the deepest sea!
Let me know Your gracious pardon,
Cleanse me from iniquity.
Let Your Spirit leave me never;
Make me only Yours forever.

Text: Public domain

“Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” LSB 663
Rise, my soul, to watch and pray;
From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day
Unawares o’ertaken;
For the foe,
Well we know,
Is a harvest reaping
While the saints are sleeping.

Watch against the devil’s snares
Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares
To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey
Oft are they
Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.

Watch! Let not the wicked world
With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled
It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see
Lest there be
Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.

Watch against yourself, my soul,
Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control
Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin
Lurk within,
All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.
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But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day,

Strength and faith increasing,
So that still
Mind and will

Shall unite to serve Him

And forever love Him.

Text: Public domain
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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Benediction

P The Lord bless thee and keep thee.
The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious to thee.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and T give thee peace.

o)
| £ an W I i i —!
S !
A - men
Hymn
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660
Announcements

Blessing and Dismissal

P May the Holy Spirit strengthen you to live boldly in the grace of Christ,
faithfully use the gifts God has entrusted to you, and serve your
neighbor with joy until the day Christ calls you into the fullness of His
kingdom.

C Amen.

Go in peace, serve the Lord.

C  Thanks be to God.

)

As we conclude, please feel free to stay for a few minutes if you would like to
connect or chat with people Jesus has brought together today. Remember that
we are all in this together!
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Announcements

4th-6th Grade Escape Room Join us TODAY

from 3:00-4:40 for a 4th - 6th Escape Room in the St.
John’s gym! Come and try to break the code before time
runs out. These evenings are open to students in 4th
through 6th grade for the 20262027 school year. Come
enjoy a night of games, fun, and fellowship. Please
register by scanning the QR code.

Toddler Bible Time On November 18 at 9:00am, parents/caregivers of
toddlers (5 and under) are invited to join us for a fun Bible time filled with a
Bible lesson, games, and activities designed especially for toddlers and their
caregivers. This month's story: Jesus walks on water.

St. John’s Lutheran School Board has begun the Call process to select a
K-8 School Principal beginning July 1, 2027. We sincerely ask for your
prayers that the Lord will guide us in this important process. The Board is
also asking our congregation for help. If you know of a principal who is an
excellent leader and think they would be interested, please send info to
Darlene Jones, Board Chair, at darlene141516@gmail.com (1) Their name
(2) Where they are serving

Poinsettia Sale The 7/8 grade students at St. John’s will once again be
selling Poinsettias from Boehler’s Greenhouse. Sales will start at the
Holiday Bazaar and run the month of November. Please contact a 7/8 grader
for details or after church services starting in November. A sign-up is also
available in the church office.

Altar flowers are given in celebration of
Bayley and Kayla Chartier’s wedding anniversary!

Acknowledgments

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Songs used with permission CCLI License #1367966

18



19



